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Climate Bill is Revived
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Big Story

Just when it seemed that hope was lost for a climate bill passing Congress this
year, Senate Democrats announced on Wednesday that a deal had been reached
with support from Sen. Joe Manchin. A New York Times article reports on some

aspects of the bill:

"The bill aims to tackle global warming by using billions of dollars in tax incentives
to ramp up wind, solar, geothermal, battery and other clean energy industries
over the next decade. Companies would receive financial incentives to keep open
nuclear plants that might have closed, or to capture emissions from industrial
facilities and bury them underground before they can warm the planet. Car
buyers with incomes below a certain level would receive a $7,500 tax credit to
purchase a new electric vehicle and $4,000 for a used one. Americans would
receive rebates to install heat pumps and make their homes more energy-
efficient.”

‘Senate Democrats estimated that the legislation would enable the United States
to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 40 percent below 2005 levels by 2030,
putting the nation within striking distance of the aggressive climate goals laid out
by Mr. Biden last year.'

However, the bill also contains some support for fossil fuel production, such as
mandating "new lease sales for oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska's Cook
Inlet.." Additionally, Sen. Manchin "said he had also secured a commitment from
both Mr. Biden and Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California that Congress would
approve a separate measure to address the permitting of energy infrastructure,
potentially including natural gas pipelines, before the end of the fiscal year on
Sept. 30."

Articles in Grist and The New York Times go into more depth about the bill's
provisions, including its environmental justice initiatives.

Although the bill has the support of Sen. Manchin, Democratic Sen. Kyrsten

Sinema may put up roadblocks to the bill's passage.

Reaction from climate activists

-JL Andrepont, Senior Policy Campaigner and Policy Analyst at the climate justice
organization 350.org, was critical of the bill, saying in a statement, "the amount of

giveaways to the fossil fuel industry, and specifically to Sen. Joe Manchin, is so
wide in scope, that it turns all of the gains in addressing the climate crisis into a
moot point.

-Varshini Prakash, Executive Director of the youth-led climate group Sunrise

Movement, said in a statement, "Congress must pass the best possible version of
this bill immediately - and this must only be the beginning.’

-Leah Stokes of the University of California, Santa Barbara made the case on

MSNBC that the concessions to Manchin are outweighed by the emissions cuts
that will result from the bill. "We can't miss the forest for the trees here because
literally the forest will burn down if we do."

Opinion

Tina Lee: Visa restrictions hinder freedom of the press. (Global Voices, 7/26)

Adam Serwer: In Moore v. Harper, the Supreme Court may deal a blow to the

system of checks and balances—and democracy itself. (The Atlantic, 7/23)

George Michael: The anti-democratic philosophy of "'neoreaction’ is gaining a

foothold in Republican politics. (The Conversation, 7/27)

Have some thoughts about a current event? Want to reply to an opinion article
featured in the newsletter? To create a conversation about the news, all are
encouraged to share their views. Send your letter along with your name and where
you're writing from to theweeklyletternewsletter@gmail.com or reply to this email.
Please be aware that the newsletter is published on the website
theweeklyletter.ghost.io and sent by email to subscribers. Letters that are hateful or
contain misinformation will not be published.
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If you are already subscribed and like what you're reading, forward this newsletter to
a friend!

< PREVIOUS ISSUE BROWSE ALL ISSUES NEXT ISSUE >

Subscribe to The Weekly
Letter

Sign up now to get access to the library of members-only issues.

Jamie Larson SUBSCRIBE >

The Weekly Letter © 2023



https://theweeklyletter.ghost.io/
https://theweeklyletter.ghost.io/
https://theweeklyletter.ghost.io/about/
https://theweeklyletter.ghost.io/about/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/28/climate/climate-change-deal-manchin.html
https://grist.org/politics/heres-whats-in-the-senates-joe-manchins-369-billion-for-climate-and-energy/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/28/climate/biden-climate-deal-key-provisions.html
https://www.axios.com/2022/07/30/sinema-schumer-manchin-deal-democrats
https://350.org/press-release/350-org-reacts-to-senates-surprise-climate-deal-no-bait-and-switch-tactics-on-climate-legislation/
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?u=03c6bd2c940b3a70bc44f0b69&id=aed7badc2d
https://twitter.com/MaddowBlog/status/1552850702296399873
https://globalvoices.org/2022/07/26/why-visa-privilege-is-a-press-freedom-issue/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/07/will-moore-vs-harper-help-republicans-rewrite-election-law/670544/
https://theconversation.com/an-antidemocratic-philosophy-called-neoreaction-is-creeping-into-gop-politics-182581
mailto:theweeklyletternewsletter@gmail.com
https://theweeklyletter.ghost.io/page/2
https://ghost.org/

